


Dr Jeisane Accioly-Mcillree discussing rotational grazing. 

Rotational grazing makes cents

Around 40 farmers attended WICC’s latest Wilson Inlet Grower Group (WIGG) meeting to learn 
about rotational grazing.  The feed budget on farms can represent the largest on farm cost…and 
the cheapest feed is pasture.  Making the most efficient use of this cheap feed is a science in itself.

Livestock vet, Dr Jeisane Accioly-Mcillree, demonstrated how growers can increase pasture 
production by 50% by optimising the rotation of their livestock.  On rye grass in winter months, 
cattle should be rotated every 3 to 4 days to the next paddock leaving a pasture stubble of 4 to 6 
cm.  This maintains plant sugar reserves and adequate leaves which helps expedite the 
photosynthesis, thus ensuring pasture recovers quickly.  Research has shown that resting pasture 
30 days versus 10 days can yield nearly 3 x the dry matter.  A basic rotational grazing plan for 11 
paddocks would have stock rotated every 3 to 4 days, allowing the first paddock in the rotation to 
be rested for 5 weeks.  This will vary depending on the season and soil fertility.

Rotational grazing also has the added benefit of leaving more root matter in the ground because the 
below ground biomass (the roots) is relative to the above ground biomass (the plant). The extra 
roots builds soil humus and sequesters more carbon from the atmosphere.  This extra carbon 
improves the  soil structure, water retention and vital nutrients.  This healthier, more productive 
pasture allows farmers to increase their stocking rates which means that rotational grazing makes 
financial and environmental sense.

Jeisane acknowledged that this all may sound simple on paper, however it can be much more 
difficult to implement on ground given the variances in soil type, seasonal fluctuations, extra 
fencing costs and managing mixed grazing enterprises.  These complexities can be overcome by 
farmers willing to make the extra effort and think a bit outside the box.

WIGG is supported in part by the Western Australian State Natural Resource Management program.



WICC Project Officer Matt Doble setting up a transect

WICC Consultant Mark Parre surveying inlet flora

WICC recently carried out the 5 yearly Wilson Inlet Foreshore Flora Survey.  These surveys were 
introduced in 2011 following the first non openings of the Wilson Inlet in order to monitor the 
effects of non- opening events on the health of the foreshore flora.  When the inlet does not open in 
winter the water level stays above sea level for many months, inundating the foreshore species 
such as Juncus krausii and Melaleuca species.  The coverage by sea grass wrack and prolonged 
exposure to high salinity has an adverse effect on these species.  WICC is working with the 
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation to ensure that this scenario is taken into 
consideration in the future bar opening protocols.  These surveys also help us plan our foreshore 



Shire of Denmark funded revegetation project at Little River

Wilson Inlet  Foreshore Flora Monitoring Sites

consideration in the future bar opening protocols.  These surveys also help us plan our foreshore 
rehabilitation such as sites at Little River (see map below)



Inlet height as of 3rd of June 2021

View Latest Inlet Physical Profiles HERE

April rainfall was above average in western parts of WA, largely due to the passage of severe 
tropical cyclone Seroja and a cold front at the end of April,  May proved to be quite wet for 
Denmark which got a thumping 70 mm on the last day of May to push us above our May average.  

Looking ahead our main climate driver, the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD), is neutral with some models 
predicting a negative IOD meaning a wetter winter/spring for our region.

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=9H5ScNBL0FRSAhtAsyX01mUS-2FR1aa4u1ah7nN3EeJ6aYiGYLjEyh-2FDOQUnaG-2FtTIdL32JlDo9oYDvXkS6TDYh6gz6jc0icMOj28rT2DDVl52XpM42V0bYUvmjtcVtBIjMBZm_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAtt39Mo-2B6V9FEDv6pqJ7CVtdgqv-2BNgN9iITFm2KqEKd-2FQWPdnABGSNA-2BNQilcqLEuT0LzCZtMo9iT3sT15qi76cTZuHhPTeT8Jxp1HuULMYW2LtJrDGTS6umGzMzh-2Bf-2BbXI1os2xYNdd08-2FWpysn8PqPQBxW1bs2ckLRYpyk1CgOfV0bV4oqwMh5PovLmohLrvmrxK2h3CDk3rIfAxQy4J5APN2-2FmruiQAnxhAdHCOzZdq9XFSzsVTUmA7rtMj8DU0Ax3kIM4gHh2Ss-2FB1uxvEiN57AZsvfhlWoef4gCePQqXbgVetNZUziL5EG3Vbl4oZGeF1rp9RYGpQnAyY8HIXrwwBYUvW8IjAHfXGOZiolhEwIGZJ6QQx6SibY3Km0bluNXTRfTlsUQ0xsaLK1fMguieZ9LYbJ64MXSEc0OkcckeUSuW4Xuw0I6RI-2FdFDmrhw-3D-3D




Photos from the Gathering of the Tribes

Around 220 community members attended a gathering of the Menang and Pibbulman Wadandi 
tribes on 19 May at Kwoorabup Park, Denmark.  Elders from both Noongar tribes shared stories 
and answered questions from the community.  The event was opened by dual welcome to country 
addresses by Wayne ‘Wonitji’ Webb (Pibbulman Wadandi) and Vernice Gillies (Menang).

The Wilson Inlet has been a traditional gathering place of these two tribal groups for several 
thousand years.  Wilson Inlet is the location where they would periodically meet, share the 
resources of the inlet, marry across tribal groups to strengthen relations and mix DNA.  The 
extensive network of fish traps (many of which are submerged) across Wilson Inlet shows that our 
estuary had the capacity to feed large groups.  

Vernice Gillies spoke about the water serpent (Mardjit) which formed our wetlands and lakes as it 
came to the surface to breathe.  These wetlands and waterways are sacred to the Noongar people 
and should not be disturbed.  

Elders Meeting.m4a
Download File

Several of the Elders expressed concern in regards to the large scale burning in our region which is 
placing enormous pressure on our natural biodiversity.  Elder Wayne Webb spoke the need to move 
back to traditional burns, referred to as 'walking burns’ which leave a mosaic of unburnt pockets to 
allow refuge for our native animals and insects.  Wayne said the Noongar people burned to live, 
rather than lived to burn.

WICC would like to thank the Noongar Community, the Western Australian State Natural Resource 
Management Organisation, The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation and the Shire of 
Denmark for their financial support.  WICC would also like to thank Green Skills for their on ground 

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=9H5ScNBL0FRSAhtAsyX01l9eblbrfuOyFNhi0xgRzumP-2Bhd2ICiIwACUdAJf9EttiPe-2F0Gg6QtxpP6-2FOtLk9QoVBYcoIBcURjd6RFhzA8Hk-3DyQVo_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAtt39Mo-2B6V9FEDv6pqJ7CVtdgqv-2BNgN9iITFm2KqEKd-2FQWPdnABGSNA-2BNQilcqLEuT0LzCZtMo9iT3sT15qi76cTZuHhPTeT8Jxp1HuULMYW2LtJrDGTS6umGzMzh-2Bf-2BbXI1os2xYNdd08-2FWpysn8PqPQBxW1bs2ckLRYpyk1CgOfV0bV4oqwMh5PovLmohLrvmrxK2h3CDk3rIfAxQy4J5APN2-2FmruiQAnxhAdHCOzZdq9XFSzsVTUmA7rtMj8DU0Ax3kIM4gHh2Ss-2FB1uxvEiN57AZsvfhlWoef4gCePQqoEOflrYSCGktB8szo80JdypV2SMGkCO-2BxiSbhlL189Yv-2BaccXsPtB6aKZLVh95JYktZPIS1hJcKS63j-2BfO2ybsCHsQWZPqHBJn0iIXxMDt-2FGOhXiW6tG17t3CHgAkH9SlmQMUGw7D5rjBLAp2z9M3g-3D-3D
http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=9H5ScNBL0FRSAhtAsyX01l9eblbrfuOyFNhi0xgRzumP-2Bhd2ICiIwACUdAJf9EttiPe-2F0Gg6QtxpP6-2FOtLk9QoVBYcoIBcURjd6RFhzA8Hk-3DZT8e_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAtt39Mo-2B6V9FEDv6pqJ7CVtdgqv-2BNgN9iITFm2KqEKd-2FQWPdnABGSNA-2BNQilcqLEuT0LzCZtMo9iT3sT15qi76cTZuHhPTeT8Jxp1HuULMYW2LtJrDGTS6umGzMzh-2Bf-2BbXI1os2xYNdd08-2FWpysn8PqPQBxW1bs2ckLRYpyk1CgOfV0bV4oqwMh5PovLmohLrvmrxK2h3CDk3rIfAxQy4J5APN2-2FmruiQAnxhAdHCOzZdq9XFSzsVTUmA7rtMj8DU0Ax3kIM4gHh2Ss-2FB1uxvEiN57AZsvfhlWoef4gCePQqhz-2FSchZ2-2F-2FrWZ-2BU-2FLkInYJGhgrAGGye2pMKHZKWHzdSa9DiFoEUDHJx-2FvFis4-2FCCXygFXuYz1gX8CaaFnaLJerkI2sqYnyhoNJxJTCGoXRqGcR0lAD2BBm8J6YlUB04LSVpH1Q16KZ3-2FAUWzSHptJA-3D-3D


Brush-tailed Phascogale (Phascogale tapoatafa)

Brush-tailed Phascogale caught on Nullaki camera trap

Denmark for their financial support.  WICC would also like to thank Green Skills for their on ground 
work and collaboration to help deliver this event.

Recent findings of western ringtail possums (a head with a devoured carcass discovered by an 
astute landowner), and Brush-tailed Phascogales on the Nullaki have have heightened the urgency 
to protect this amazing asset.

Following several years of baiting and trapping there seems to be less foxes.  While we have 
dispatched of more feral cats there are still plenty of photos of cats and foxes with native animals in 
their mouths. How do we know if we’re making a difference? Can we estimate how many feral cats 
are out there? Was the ringtail taken from the peninsula or from somewhere else and dropped by an 
eagle? 

We’ve divided the peninsula into 18 geographical grids and have placed cameras in 15 of these to 



Nullaki Camera Monitoring Grid

date. The cameras are serviced every six weeks, analysed and loaded into an image database. Do 
we try and ID individual animals? Is there a standard time between images to say that’s a different 
fox or cat (lots of striped tabbies out there…)?

We’ve bought four new cat cages and had a trapping workshop to learn best practice. Over the 
Easter holiday two part time residents caught two cats! We’re baiting for foxes, released calicivirus 
for the rabbits, and the floppy top is (finally) going on. We’re seeing lots more brushtail possums on 
the ground. Does that mean we’re making a difference?

The Nullaki Conservation Initiative volunteers have lots of questions. To help get some answers, 
we’ve established a Technical Advisory Group. Four scientists (they all have PhD’s!) have agreed to 
help. Two are from the University of Western Australia, one is a senior ecologist from the Australian 
Wildlife Conservancy, and another from the Department of Biodiversity Conservation and 
Attractions. With their advice, we’re hopeful good science will provide some answers.

To keep the project going we’ve applied for further funding in a collaboration grant with Oyster 
Harbour Catchment Group and Torbay Catchment Group utilising services from the  Southern 
Aboriginal Corporation's Ranger team. The goal is to extend feral control methods, camera 
monitoring, and image database collection along the southern coast. This will enable us to compare 
data from inside and outside the feral management fence.

If you’d like to get involved in ongoing works give us a call. Or, to show your support, make a tax 
deductible donation to WICC’s Biodiversity Initiative. We could really use a few more cameras and 
our current grant runs out soon…   



Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides)

our current grant runs out soon…   

Bridal creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) is a declared pest in WA and is on the list of Weeds of 
National Significance.  It is a highly invasive climbing herb or vine arising from a rhizome attached 
to tuberous roots.  It has white flowers with six petals.   In spring it produces a berry which 
contains three to four seeds.  Being an early season food source, birds, rabbits and foxes disperse 
it widely over immense areas.  Biological rusts have been used to limited success.  

Manual control can be used for small plants and infestation. The rhizomes (main growing points at 
the top of the soil where the stem emerge) should be removed when hand pulling.  If the plant 
breaks leaving any or all the rhizome, plants will immediately regrow if conditions allow. 

The best time to chemically control bridal creeper is coming up (June - late August).  Metsulforun 
can be used with a wetting agent (surfactant) such as pulse.  If using in bushland it is
 recommended to use no more than .02g / 10L water to minimise damage to native vegetation which 
it will be climbing (DPIRD).  Use a mister or hand held spray equipment.  Be cautious of your 
proximity to waterways and frogs when using surfactants. 



Planting Day on the 13th June at 670 Scotsdale Rd. from 10am-3pm

Planting Day on the 13th June at 670 Scotsdale Rd. from 10am-3pm

Express your interest HERE

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=AKBWZqw24wyiLdKmTDOhnKUgdBvj2E1XakegO6kP-2BgsKNGPnkkMyh2BRgMoWmZ1sxLLJY0fv1P6E1chAkrexqSjShCPRUFV06G5iPNIQA44-3D0uGq_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAtt39Mo-2B6V9FEDv6pqJ7CVtdgqv-2BNgN9iITFm2KqEKd-2FQWPdnABGSNA-2BNQilcqLEuT0LzCZtMo9iT3sT15qi76cTZuHhPTeT8Jxp1HuULMYW2LtJrDGTS6umGzMzh-2Bf-2BbXI1os2xYNdd08-2FWpysn8PqPQBxW1bs2ckLRYpyk1CgOfV0bV4oqwMh5PovLmohLrvmrxK2h3CDk3rIfAxQy4J5APN2-2FmruiQAnxhAdHCOzZdq9XFSzsVTUmA7rtMj8DU0Ax3kIM4gHh2Ss-2FB1uxvEiN57AZsvfhlWoef4gCePQqN3q0uYxnkUpklfOvNNjc7Q-2FIwsdey3AWPCt1qFChxSSHNKgCVHgIOrJlC-2Bm5ADkMgIw-2BiFZ3MZNX-2FGg1njlZREuQMMD6HI4C25Y1j3YL1otcyEh4u9vZQ-2FhNg5Za-2BWz6bHi-2BjtS3uXzQ-2B3SRR4FHNw-3D-3D


Learn more HERE

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=AKBWZqw24wyiLdKmTDOhnACfc59Qs0QSZ03K8k66tWgxlzGHtCH5ZgTjMxr0mvqRabSS_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAtt39Mo-2B6V9FEDv6pqJ7CVtdgqv-2BNgN9iITFm2KqEKd-2FQWPdnABGSNA-2BNQilcqLEuT0LzCZtMo9iT3sT15qi76cTZuHhPTeT8Jxp1HuULMYW2LtJrDGTS6umGzMzh-2Bf-2BbXI1os2xYNdd08-2FWpysn8PqPQBxW1bs2ckLRYpyk1CgOfV0bV4oqwMh5PovLmohLrvmrxK2h3CDk3rIfAxQy4J5APN2-2FmruiQAnxhAdHCOzZdq9XFSzsVTUmA7rtMj8DU0Ax3kIM4gHh2Ss-2FB1uxvEiN57AZsvfhlWoef4gCePQqsLvs7EJJUTKx-2FIVrEoEbrg0xBffA-2FhYjKkYGJLgk8yTgjJP0v5iq8zSg47S9kWQZ7Gp4xrzH5Ji2xwphmV57atyo0dE9oWqCpyJzpLqHFthtdbbcrpe7eBV6pgjSK3qikOZNT9PaGSWMIVEix-2FcB9w-3D-3D


Click HERE to apply

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=9H5ScNBL0FRSAhtAsyX01llVUP9DTN17E4Rey7Gy9oDYhkV3tPmpdP7Wha8FaIcAMADcUbRokda0ZnqjyN7GXQ-3D-3Dq-YT_FQC2LT8GxayrM161hhHVAtt39Mo-2B6V9FEDv6pqJ7CVtdgqv-2BNgN9iITFm2KqEKd-2FQWPdnABGSNA-2BNQilcqLEuT0LzCZtMo9iT3sT15qi76cTZuHhPTeT8Jxp1HuULMYW2LtJrDGTS6umGzMzh-2Bf-2BbXI1os2xYNdd08-2FWpysn8PqPQBxW1bs2ckLRYpyk1CgOfV0bV4oqwMh5PovLmohLrvmrxK2h3CDk3rIfAxQy4J5APN2-2FmruiQAnxhAdHCOzZdq9XFSzsVTUmA7rtMj8DU0Ax3kIM4gHh2Ss-2FB1uxvEiN57AZsvfhlWoef4gCePQqwh9FAGh-2BG0lJthhzBckGfTc3LKsJlu3ulwQFHzjayIeh0Gay3wVHZAUZAQjnv9b0Akhy2UpGnPoBeneQoJ2i0YEt3BYtQF5YeeHZuJQoVFppshSxd9Q7aONQUwI0Rov-2BfHiG6CoUFuH2lhu9ASLbMA-3D-3D
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