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Our Biodiversity Officer Tim and his daughter Pia took a very rare photo of twin Baudin's 
Cockatoos. It is even more rare to have photos of them in a nest hollow.  In fact there hasn't been 
before now.

Most twin photos are of Carnaby's Cockatoos after they have fledged and are sitting in a tree. 
Baudin's Cockatoos usually nest much higher in karri trees.

Ron Johnstone, a leading cockatoo expert and researcher at the Western Australian Museum, has 
commented on this remarkable discovery. While it was suspected that all cockatoos might 
occasionally have twins, and it is known to occur in Carnaby's Cockatoos, only two eggs had 
previously been recorded for Baudin's Cockatoos. This recent finding marks the first-ever record of 
twins in Baudin's Cockatoos, along with the first-ever photographs of them.

Tim was alerted to possible nesting behaviours being displayed by Denmark FMs very own Pete 
Dingey.  Pete had attended a recent training session by Birdlife WA's Tegan Douglas as part of 
WICC's Lotterywest funded Community for Cockies program.  Tegan trained several volunteers to 
recognise and record black cockatoo activity throughout our catchments so WICC can identify 
nesting sites.  WICC prioritises its cockatoo conservation efforts around known nesting sites 
because most cockatoos return to where they were born when it comes time for them to breed.  
Adding nest boxes and cockatoo flora adjacent to these sites provides the best outcomes for our 
threatened cockatoos.
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After the hen sits on the egg for a month it hatches. Newly hatched chicks are covered in pale 
yellow down, blind and can sit up but are otherwise helpless. The second chick usually dies within 
the first two days, and only a small number survive to fledge. Surviving twins are rare. By the third 
week, its eyes begin to open, and greyish feathers start to appear beneath the down. Once the 
chick grows large enough and the hollow becomes cramped for the two of them, the female will 
spend more time outside of the nest and can often be seen feeding with the male. By week five, 
most of the down has disappeared, and the black feathers and pale cheek patch become more 
prominent.  

Both parents usually feed the nestling. The chick fledges (when a young bird is able to leave the 
nest and fly) at about ten weeks and remains with its parents until at least the next breeding 
season, sometimes even longer. The family leaves the nest area once the chick has fledged but 
returns the following season to breed.



Local farmers Mark Bailey and Ian Healy

If a pair successfully raises a chick in a hollow, they will typically use the same hollow for nesting in 
subsequent years. If the chick does not survive, however, they will usually find a nearby hollow for 
the next attempt.

Healthy Estuaries WA Fertiliser Management Program

This week our local farmers met up at the Riverside Club to receive this year’s soil testing, refresh 
their knowledge on interpreting soil test results and start work on their fertiliser management plans 
to keep nutrients on farms and out of waterways. From 2016-2023, we have saved over 829,000 kg 
of phosphorus from being applied to paddocks, and farmers have reduced the amount of 
phosphorus applied by 46%. By applying according to soil test recommendations, participating 
farmers can save an average of $12,000 per year on phosphorus fertiliser. 

Local farmer Mark Bailey spoke to facilitator Andrew Huffer at the workshop about his farm 
and his involvement in our soil testing program. 



and his involvement in our soil testing program. 

Andrew: Mark, can you give us a sense about your operation, and why you joined the soil 
testing program? What are some of the things you've seen happen and what are the big 
benefits for you?  

Mark: Okay. We'll start with where I am, I'm out at the end of Spencer Road, bordering Narrikup 
and Denbarker. I’ve got 120 hectares out there, about 50 breeders (cattle), a few sheep, and a 
couple of horses floating around.  The catalyst was, I was working in Perth, driving down regularly, 
trying to farm two farms. None of it was really working. So, I had a bit of a hiatus and leased the 
farm out for a while. 

Part of that lease process was fertilizer was supposed to be put on - and it wasn't.  You could see 
all the pastures going backwards and weeds appearing.  You sit there looking at it and you think, 
well, it's getting this certain fertiliser, and the grass is not growing. There's something in our way, 
something's not quite right. 

We spent a fair bit of money exploring different avenues and different fertilisers and mineral 
supplements and all sorts of weird, wonderful stuff, but it still didn't make any difference. And then 
you get your older brother or next-door neighbour telling you - “you just need to put on 150 kilos 
every year.” I said “What?” And you look at the bill and you think - there's too much money and not 
enough grass. And this program came up - so I joined up.

Andrew: What, what are some of the changes you've seen? What are some of the changes 
first you made and changes you've seen and some of the results? 

Mark: Well, when I first got my test results, I looked at it and thought, what the hell's a PBI? And 
what's a PERI? Is it sort of like peri-peri chicken? And there's all the different terms that you've 
gotta get your head around. But you get your base results, and you get help from an agronomist.  
Help from the department (DPIRD) doesn't cost you a lot of money and you can target what you're 
putting on, you can see what you actually need to add to get grass to grow.  

At one stage I was down to about 15 head of cattle and still buying hay. I was thinking, “this is not 
good.”  And now I'm running 50 breeders, and most of the time it's about 70 head of cattle on the 
place.  

I’ve also changed application times as well, I'm not putting it all on in March. I put a little bit [of 
fertiliser], when I put a hay crop in. About 50 kilos goes down the tube at seeding, and then the rest 
waits for a bit of rain. And we put a bit on here and there, we split the applications and generally I 
put the fertiliser on in little increments.  A little amount, lots of times.  

Andrew: So, how's the bank balance gone? I love that comment you made about too much 
money, not enough grass. Has that sort of come back? 

Mark: Yeah, big time. Now I'm cutting hay, running a lot more stock. And with that, it sort of opens 
your eyes to a whole different world, you know, rotational grazing comes into it because you’ve got 
this extra grass so you can run more livestock. The paddocks have got smaller.  They were all 10 
hectares plus to begin with, but now we're knocking some of them down to two, two and a half 
hectares. Some of the areas that you can see grow really good grass so you can work them a bit 
harder. So financially it's been huge - I'm earning more income, so I don't have to be off farm as 
much.

Andrew: thanks Mark for your time today. 



Local farmer Sarah Taylor

Sarah Taylor, beef cattle farmer in the Wilson Inlet catchment area, also spoke to WICC’s Kylie 
Cook about her experience in our soil testing program:

Sarah: Well, there's not many things in farming that you get that are really valuable, you can get a 
lot out of it, and it’s not too expensive, like this soil testing program.

Kylie: Thanks Sarah, and you've been in the program a few times now, so you must really like 
it. 

Sarah: I think it's fabulous. It's a very good service and you get a lot of information out every year. I 
think I've learned something different and taken a lot more on board every time. 

Kylie: Thanks, Sarah, for joining us and being part of the program. See you next workshop!

Our group of farmers will meet again on the 1st April for a new, free workshop with soil health 
expert David Hardwick. Farmers will receive results of extra analysis on their soil samples, advice 
on how to interpret these soil tests as indicators of soil health, get a soil health assessment kit to 
take home and help developing a plan to measure, monitor and manage soil health on their own 
property. 



In their January meeting, the Denmark Shire Council approved to enter into lease negotiations with 
WICC for land to build a community native tree nursery.  The Kwoorabup Native Tree Nursery will 
grow up to 300,000 seedlings a year for native revegetation.  The nursery will be located across 
from Denmark Senior High School, TAFE the Ag College so students can be involved in all aspects 
of plant production.  Universal access design will cater to all.  The nursery will be a volunteer hub, 
education centre and a one stop shop for your native tree needs.  WICC has been in discussions 
with potential funding providers who love our concept.  In 2025 WICC is looking to raise at least 
$100,000 through donations which will demonstrate to our funding providers that we have the 
backing of our community.



Kwoorabup Native Tree Nursery plans
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Common Name: Paterson’s Curse

Scientific Name: Echium plantagineum 



Scientific Name: Echium plantagineum 

Family: Boraginaceae

A course bristly annual herb which can grow just over 1 metre in height. The whole plant is covered 
with tiny stiff bristles that may cause skin irritation when handled.

The branched and leafy flowering stems produce 2-3cm long flowers, mostly blue to purple but 
occasionally pink or white, shaped like a broad funnel. 

Introduced to Australia form Europe in the 1840’s via mail order gardening catalogues, it soon 
became a highly competitive rapid invader. Paterson’s curse is a declared pest in Western Australia 
which is commonly found on agricultural land, disturbed land and roadsides. 

Paterson’s curse contains pyrrolizidine alkaloids, which are toxic to livestock, particularly horses, 
though sheep can graze it for a time. 

Control - Optimal time for manual removal of this weed is between May and August. Manual 
removal of isolated plants should be burnt if flowering or seeding. 

Heavy sheep grazing over spring can reduce seed production. Shear sheep and allow 7 days for 
seed to pass through the gut before introducing to other clean pastured areas. Winter grazing tends 
to increase infestations. 

Glyphosate at 75 ml - 100 ml/15 L or metsulfuron methyl 5 g/ 100 L applied at early flowering 
provide good control of existing plants. 

Grazing pasture can be sprayed with 500 mL/ha Tigrex in early winter before the weed has reached 
the 6-leaf stage and repeat as needed.

For isolated plants, spray leaves until just wet plus a 10 m buffer area, with a mixture of 100 mL 
Tordon75-D in 10 L of water. This will kill most broad leaf plants, but not grasses, and will leave 
residual herbicide in the soil that controls seedlings for approximately 1 year.

Whenever using chemicals, ALWAYS read the label of instructions prior to use and use only as 
directed. For further detailed information about the safe use of a chemical, seek manufacturer 
advice or refer to the Safety Data Sheet (SDS)

For more information  

J,Moore and J,Wheeler. (2020). Southern Weeds and their control. Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biological-control/patersons-curse-what-you-should-know

https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/biological-control/patersons-curse-what-you-should-know


Farmer Scott Wolfe

Youngs Siding farmer Scott Wolfe is among the first to finish fencing remnant bushland on his 
property, subsidised by WICC’s Community for Cockies program. According to Scott - “it’s a lot 
easier to run cattle when you can find them!” 

WICC asked Scott how he found the process of receiving a fencing subsidy from WICC? 

Scott: “Good - you came, took photos, we agreed on the plan, we built it, then you came and took 
photos again.” Pretty straight forward really!

Certain criteria apply regarding type of fence, etc.  You can learn more about our Fencing Subsidy 
and fill in an EOI - click below

Fencing EOI

It has been another hot dry summer across our catchments.  The last two summers have been the 
driest back-to-back on record without much respite in sight according to the Bureau.  Our main 
climate driver, the Southern Annular Mode remains neutral.  A negative SAM allows Southern Ocean 
rains to reach our patch.  The Indian Ocean Dipole is trending negative which typically means more 
rains however this driver has little impact until the winter months.  

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=u001.HIGcEZQxFt9pgi3AgIzIaKWbeRpx4zhST64IW019jk1-2FeUMWybD4PkfWxKkSXdLYszP4_le-2FBC1iEkHsSkKoj-2FaVDR3BETCPL-2BwpE2e7EktiPpsK0OyMd7rqFs04cRcZCyBIW3UQOWXnIjcmaXSkdjJ8PLnPp3R3o1wPBDTdTdooNrtIGvl6CL3xgnUGsNCmrE5vMfNKypiqRKUB97MJT0GIpTz8tx2XKedn-2FjmWv3969Ifdlysgud-2FJVc8Cjhstl5-2BIkn2J1B-2F5AhH5v9h1hWYJj-2BaMj3BBVIRmm-2BczxQh7OwoBiCnRBZua9no9RPrgQ-2FNfYQzzyZ2qF2YD38VeIhS-2FRny1QRcN26lCBNpXbnLpnZvaaqtpO7mduziQfflZZYLM-2F-2BrfBplo82YZkdOdT-2B7rqGbDdq3jy8fq-2Bw-2BibGM44dCaTokd-2BTX7u3O1tqQ9iaaA9yKdsRKCflAH3wTWmSKXqQ-2B8UgnD1ajTt0MHAcQhhVMTJM7mvSmXlntvoorJssgViCyqnADceDnwPU-2BpN6LOZ5u7VISAn3ZuV-2BZgWl-2FUw37U-3D




The inlet level continues to drop throughout summer now that the bar is closed and there is minimal 
discharge from our rivers.  Follow the links below for the latest updates from the Department of 
Water and Environmental Regulation.

Latest inlet level from old railway bridge

Click here for latest inlet monitoring data

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=u001.PfB-2BsNOuCeLAT4TI0Jux1wj4-2Ff7WK-2B36grO-2FDxub00fixzEmh0u7pALAPGGgZBJGAScYs5Z62aSo-2FGLvNmpbw5QTYDa8ED7PhTV45l4k1V62Ow7-2FTFRWBkePa0H5OvtrigD8_le-2FBC1iEkHsSkKoj-2FaVDR3BETCPL-2BwpE2e7EktiPpsK0OyMd7rqFs04cRcZCyBIW3UQOWXnIjcmaXSkdjJ8PLnPp3R3o1wPBDTdTdooNrtIGvl6CL3xgnUGsNCmrE5vMfNKypiqRKUB97MJT0GIpTz8tx2XKedn-2FjmWv3969Ifdlysgud-2FJVc8Cjhstl5-2BIkn2J1B-2F5AhH5v9h1hWYJj-2BaMj3BBVIRmm-2BczxQh7OwoBiCnRBZua9no9RPrgQ-2FNfYQzzyZ2qF2YD38VeIhS-2FRny1QRcN26lCBNpXbnLpnZvaaqtpO7mduziQfflZZYLM-2F-2BrfBplo82YZkdOdT-2B7rqGSuKkXYb9gtHGRMrQ1oJkO78TKizOk53jt8JpWPhwoPfcPEc5Bd2gyUsGoRY-2FrIO2G6qqSMfVU1s7nrWaNVzbu2nXQngQdhUCdvYt1np9rsNsPSp-2BfCIu8DtN0RMjLwlcx2ippwODf7kBBGMqCHeBrE-3D
http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=u001.PfB-2BsNOuCeLAT4TI0Jux1w-2BHEgJWmdJT8HG2Hh61TDja0CU2K0pcXh2l9y1-2B9ZklWh60knMY2nTPWS6v-2BacCIQ-3D-3Dn8vT_le-2FBC1iEkHsSkKoj-2FaVDR3BETCPL-2BwpE2e7EktiPpsK0OyMd7rqFs04cRcZCyBIW3UQOWXnIjcmaXSkdjJ8PLnPp3R3o1wPBDTdTdooNrtIGvl6CL3xgnUGsNCmrE5vMfNKypiqRKUB97MJT0GIpTz8tx2XKedn-2FjmWv3969Ifdlysgud-2FJVc8Cjhstl5-2BIkn2J1B-2F5AhH5v9h1hWYJj-2BaMj3BBVIRmm-2BczxQh7OwoBiCnRBZua9no9RPrgQ-2FNfYQzzyZ2qF2YD38VeIhS-2FRny1QRcN26lCBNpXbnLpnZvaaqtpO7mduziQfflZZYLM-2F-2BrfBplo82YZkdOdT-2B7rqGcr-2BCwss00miEQ686pLmiarsAu49mxeq2SeQ4v87J-2FBtFkOqyLzEPhkl8z-2FXhAqIJg-2Bpf57vaW7WK5-2F-2F3wDo28FZA4YugqMAkMsV-2FgBh0X3bFHJOUP5Ni1O0qtoSaorhpoLPis0-2FTszTTKs3Mg2SDDM-3D


DONATE

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=u001.HIGcEZQxFt9pgi3AgIzIaJA-2FlO46Mkm6PrOj-2BUxMJTC-2Bgx7O-2BSvsc93wrG1YKOz2nzkT_le-2FBC1iEkHsSkKoj-2FaVDR3BETCPL-2BwpE2e7EktiPpsK0OyMd7rqFs04cRcZCyBIW3UQOWXnIjcmaXSkdjJ8PLnPp3R3o1wPBDTdTdooNrtIGvl6CL3xgnUGsNCmrE5vMfNKypiqRKUB97MJT0GIpTz8tx2XKedn-2FjmWv3969Ifdlysgud-2FJVc8Cjhstl5-2BIkn2J1B-2F5AhH5v9h1hWYJj-2BaMj3BBVIRmm-2BczxQh7OwoBiCnRBZua9no9RPrgQ-2FNfYQzzyZ2qF2YD38VeIhS-2FRny1QRcN26lCBNpXbnLpnZvaaqtpO7mduziQfflZZYLM-2F-2BrfBplo82YZkdOdT-2B7rqGQfFIylQG02D7ps3NgyhXL83GD7Rbd9cnHJVgz3KilZ4-2BGfwTlB-2B8-2FYeQFnXn6KKxTGNpP1iF4pyk9nPcFQ-2BYcXIRQbtcP63rSKd4lnodI7tMoRMI700lD6jKivK0CPxNPplB0pSANjJkABn6kHtiYo-3D


A second option is now available for Friday 7th March– 66 Teddington 
Rd, Forest Hill. Hosted by Kieran Wilkinson.

Register HERE

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=u001.HIGcEZQxFt9pgi3AgIzIaD2tLkOfBIgqKOU6oFrxBfWh1J7tbEgUryLdgdTCuyzxBr0gau-2FCgmw9ncdjvT5IaLgtg3UK9alE-2F3E3-2BB8TSRk-3DNASE_le-2FBC1iEkHsSkKoj-2FaVDR3BETCPL-2BwpE2e7EktiPpsK0OyMd7rqFs04cRcZCyBIW3UQOWXnIjcmaXSkdjJ8PLnPp3R3o1wPBDTdTdooNrtIGvl6CL3xgnUGsNCmrE5vMfNKypiqRKUB97MJT0GIpTz8tx2XKedn-2FjmWv3969Ifdlysgud-2FJVc8Cjhstl5-2BIkn2J1B-2F5AhH5v9h1hWYJj-2BaMj3BBVIRmm-2BczxQh7OwoBiCnRBZua9no9RPrgQ-2FNfYQzzyZ2qF2YD38VeIhS-2FRny1QRcN26lCBNpXbnLpnZvaaqtpO7mduziQfflZZYLM-2F-2BrfBplo82YZkdOdT-2B7rqGXNjzxMFbvlgOO1iaqU-2B8jyeMHcs5i8dUCaJO0yIbW-2F-2FBv4DagrtvtQ7SnRByIsN3P-2FwgYprxhXhXChw6zh3M4jY-2Bqf4wAut-2BsP-2BoznoBtDuKLDvGmsXnDAz6gFI6d3n-2FSjHR643wGQGfyrvYL-2FOIUg-3D


Register HERE

http://click.promote.weebly.com/ls/click?upn=u001.HIGcEZQxFt9pgi3AgIzIaDQ1MbNahYUdSG-2B1E7r0bRYa2f2pZQC7Lzn3Fo2u4Fa0EYU1KJYMPqkummcgt66PHV2CAyV-2FrGqqLwiTqNcbgCg-3DZ1-o_le-2FBC1iEkHsSkKoj-2FaVDR3BETCPL-2BwpE2e7EktiPpsK0OyMd7rqFs04cRcZCyBIW3UQOWXnIjcmaXSkdjJ8PLnPp3R3o1wPBDTdTdooNrtIGvl6CL3xgnUGsNCmrE5vMfNKypiqRKUB97MJT0GIpTz8tx2XKedn-2FjmWv3969Ifdlysgud-2FJVc8Cjhstl5-2BIkn2J1B-2F5AhH5v9h1hWYJj-2BaMj3BBVIRmm-2BczxQh7OwoBiCnRBZua9no9RPrgQ-2FNfYQzzyZ2qF2YD38VeIhS-2FRny1QRcN26lCBNpXbnLpnZvaaqtpO7mduziQfflZZYLM-2F-2BrfBplo82YZkdOdT-2B7rqGdzePrx4pBf9C-2F8Hl7Y8SWKe6iAq6R9HgoVNyJKr-2FSV-2BC7wfgUcXUuLb4CEGj-2Bz61xvL1eWbe4x-2FTAIMSmu-2FzUsAlh55JMlTPCrLkZwiyLpL9kvjAoyML3U4ZlQd2IG-2FHV4SBna-2BxCAl5SjIuB3MXbw-3D

