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Media Release
Advancing technologies in farming
Owingup Kent Grower Group 
03/05/2024
Farmers met at the Kentdale Hall on 3rd May to learn about advancements in technology, online tools to help with farming decision-making, virtual fencing, and using drones around the farm (including to map pasture density) – over a cuppa and some tasty sausage rolls from the Sly Fox Diner. 
Ron Master from DPIRD spoke about using Pastures from Space and DeciperAg to keep track of how pasture availability compares to other years. Ron also explained the limitations of these tools.
Particularly in dry seasons like this one, the Saltland Genie web platform can be useful to compare salinity results in water samples. This will help farmers ensure water quality is good enough for different livestock and purposes on the farm. WICC has a salinity tester available for farmers to use to test water samples – contact Kylie (ag@wicc.org.au) for more information about salinity testing. 
Farmers watched a demonstration of a drone programmed to collect and stitch together imagery – after more ground-truthing this aims to predict plant biomass accurately from the imagery. 
An update on Gallagher’s eShephard virtual fencing technology finished off the morning. Many farmers are hoping to put away their fencing pliers once this development becomes widespread – although the technology is currently limited to use in animals larger than 200 kg and has strict animal welfare controls. The virtual fencing system has the potential to give generate valuable information on stock grazing patterns, improve grazing management and reduce labour and stock losses by sending alerts if stock are not moving. 
OKGG is funded in part by the Western Australian Government’s State Natural Resource Management Program. Visit wicc.org.au or contact Benita Cattalini; okgg@wicc.org.au for more information. 
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