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The availability of suitable breeding sites for hollow-nesting species like Black Cockatoos has become increasingly scarce through clearing and competition with other species. Cockatoo sized hollows often take more than 150 years to form. One innovative solution to this growing problem is the use of artificial nest boxes, specifically the chimney open nest boxes developed by wildlife researcher and conservationist Simon Cherriman. Artificial nest boxes suit a range of Australian species from bats, possums and phascogales to owls, parrots, ducks and cockatoos. 
Research has shown that while many different types of hollows can be used by Black Cockatoos, the preferred ‘real estate’ is a hollow that is open at the top. In a natural system this is where a tree trunk or branch has snapped off and a hollow has formed over time. It may have already been hollowed out from fungi, moisture or bacterial action causing rotting, or where termites or beetles have eaten the wood. Despite being open to the elements, Black Cockatoos have success with chimney hollows. The chicks are hardy, and they do get wet on occasion. However, breeding season is usually when the rains are decreasing and warmer weather approaches. An open top hollow also means there is less chance of bees invading and many other hollow using animals prefer a roof over their heads, so it’s less appealing to them. Since it’s difficult to predict exactly which species will use a nest box, it’s best to refer to them as ‘Habitat Boxes’ rather than ‘Cockatoo Boxes’. We might hope for Cockatoos, but time will tell. Nest boxes may be used quite quickly after installation or take months or years to be taken up. They may be used every year or rested for a few years before being re-used.  Just like natural hollows a nest box may have a variety of residents who use it in succession. Wood ducks might give way to galahs who might finish breeding before Carnaby’s Black Cockatoos take over. 
The nest boxes installed in the WICC catchment have been made from recycled wood and constructed by school children, the Denmark Men’s Shed and most by the Walpole Work Camp (associated with Pardelup Prison). Local Denmark arborists install the nest boxes in specific trees, in specific locations and in collaboration with the WICC Biodiversity Officer. They need to be at the right height range, vertical and with correct orientation of limbs to allow for them to be slung safely and securely into the tree without harming it. It also needs to be a suitable tree for the arborists to climb. They cannot be above 18m; the height of the camera pole that WICC will use to monitor each nest box installed. This monitoring is done biannually. 
While artificial nest boxes are not a silver bullet for the conservation of Black Cockatoos or other wildlife, they are an important tool in the battle to preserve Australia’s unique and many threatened species. When combined with habitat restoration, tree planting, and protection of natural nesting sites, nest boxes can play a crucial role in stabilizing and even boosting Black Cockatoo populations.
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