

Tim and Val Saggers operate Wandooland Farm at the foot of the Stirlings.  The Saggers have successfully revegetated a salt scorched creek which has increased their grazing area, provided health benefits to their sheep and emotional benefits to their whole family.  WICC caught up with Tim and Val to learn more about this feel good story and provide some tips for other growers looking to do the same thing.   
WICC:  Can you give us a little bit of history about this farm, 
Tim: My dad bought the first property when I was 12 years old.  That was about  280 hectares.  He was always a bit of a conservationist so we retained that bit of remnant.  Then we bought this 300 hectares here in 2003.  There was a salt creek running the length of the property, about three kilometers.  Potters Creek… and that had gone pretty saline and it was pretty ugly in parts. We did a big reveg project in 2004.  I think it was 20 hectares, right down the length of the creek. It was primarily from seed. Our son in the law was involved in the seed business so we collected local seed from over a hundred species and planted that down the creek.  It's been very successful. Not all of it, but most of it
WICC: What benefits have you seen from your revegetation efforts?
Val: We have land that we can actually use now…. is wasn't very valuable before. 
Tim:   We do graze some of that which would otherwise be unproductive. We don't put stock on all of it.  We just put stock in there for a short time.  Crash graze it.  The main benefit is the vitamins.  It's very beneficial for the sheep to go in there for a week or two, particularly this time of the year or in the autumn when there's no grain feed around, they can get up their vitamin D levels.  It also acts as a natural wormer so you don't have to use drench nearly so much if you've got native plants.   The melaleucas and eucalypts are very good for worming sheep. But I'd say the main benefit is for the environment.  You don't really affect the salt because the salt isn't created in the Creek. It's there's because of the clearing further upstream on the catchment.  We can't really affect that, but we can affect the environment as it was. It's was virtually bare scorched with no life whatsoever.  Once you fence it off and you get reveg established it's just starts a chain reaction with the environment.
WICC: What about like the emotional benefits that you gain from rehabilitating land?
Val: That's it. That's our motivation. It's just because you get a really good feeling that you've brought it back. We have three girls. They're passionate about the bush side of our farm. They've all helped with planting out different sections.  It's an amazing feeling, Now we don't plant so much because our reveg efforts are now self-seeding. 
WICC: What tips could you give to other growers that were looking to do something similar? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tim: You need to fence the stock off of it.  You don’t have much chance if you don’t do that.  Management of the kangaroos is essential.   I’d recommend direct seeding as opposed to planting seedlings. I think direct seeding is vastly superior because you can collect seed locally and you can have a lot more diversity.  It is more imitating nature.  My approach has been just to adapt.  The more plant matter you have there and the more carbon, then there is more life in the soil and the more productive potential it has.  Your storing carbon in a big way, which is going to become economic because there will either be a penalty or a reward.  There'll be a stick or a carrot that they offer… there'll be something for carbon.  I wouldn't push the economic advantage of regen ag or other environmental projects, particularly in the short term, but if you've got an appreciation for the environment, it can give you a lot of other benefits.
And in the long run, particularly the carbon side of it, we might get our recompense, I don't know. You're at the whim of the government. 

